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Event Name

1st Option 2nd Option Total

Rangoli 94
Ethinic dress 248
Traditional food 25
Janapadam dancing 1
Janapadam singing 5
Drawing (Theme: Our Culture) 68
Poem (Theme: Our Culture) 6
Kites Flying 135
Kabaddi 102
Kusti Poti 10
Total 694
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Siddhartha Academy of Higher Education Transformed into
a Cultural Village for ‘Sankranthi Sambaralu 2026’

Vijayawada, January 10, 2026: The Kanuru campus of Siddhartha Academy of Higher
Education (Deemed to be University) witnessed a spectacular celebration of heritage today as it
hosted “Sankranthi Sambaralu 2026.” The event was a resounding success, successfully
recreating a vibrant village atmosphere that left students and staff enthralled with festive joy.

The celebrations began with the traditional Bhogi Mantalu, symbolizing the removal of old
energy and the arrival of new beginnings. The entire university took on a colorful hue with
intricate Muggulu (Rangoli) designs, marigold decorations, and the lively presence of
Gangireddu and Haridasu artists, whose performances brought the soul of rural Andhra to the
city campus.

Leadership Perspectives: The event was graced by the university’s top leadership, who shared
their insights on the occasion:

e Dr. Venkateswara Rao Paruchuri (Vice-Chancellor): "These celebrations are essential
to remind our students that while we strive for global excellence in technology, our roots
remain firmly planted in our rich heritage."

e A.V. Ratna Prasad (Pro Vice-Chancellor): "Events like these foster a sense of
community and brotherhood among students, which is as vital as their academic
curriculum."”

e Dr. M. Ravichand (Registrar): "By bringing the village atmosphere to our campus, we
ensure that the traditional arts and customs of the Telugu people are passed down to the
next generation."

e M.V. Saibabu (Deputy Registrar): "It is heartening to see our students embrace their
identity with such pride, proving that tradition and modernity can coexist beautifully."

Event Highlights & Participation: The Deans of various faculties and Heads of Departments

(HoDs) participated enthusiastically alongside the students, bridging the gap between
administration and the student body.
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e Traditional Competitions: Students competed with great fervor in Rangoli making,
kite-flying, and the traditional preparation of Pongali.

e Cultural Immersion: The campus was a sea of ethnic elegance as students and staff
arrived in traditional saris and dhotis.

e Merit Recognition: The university leadership distributed prizes to winners of various
competitions, encouraging artistic and cultural talent.

This celebration provided a crucial "cultural classroom" for students. It offered a necessary break
from academic pressure, promoting mental well-being and social bonding. By participating in
these rituals, students gained a deeper appreciation for the agricultural and scientific significance
of the harvest festival, fostering a sense of pride in their cultural identity.
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Sankranti Sambaralu

Siddhartha Academy transforms into cultural wllage

HAans NEws SERVICE
VIJAYAWADA

SIDDHARTHA Academy of
Higher Education (Deemed to
be University) located at Kanu-
ru near Vijayawada, came alive
with a spectacular display of tra-
dition and festivity as it hosted
“Sankranthi Sambaralu 2026”
on Saturday. The celebrations
successfully recreated a vibrant
village atmosphere, leaving stu-
dents and staff immersed in the
joy of the harvest festival.

The event commenced with
the traditional Bhogi Mantalu,
symbolising the removal of old
energies and the ushering in of
new beginnings. The campus
glittered with intricate Muggulu
(Rangoli) designs, marigold
decorations, and lively perfor-
mances by Gangireddu and
Haridasu artists, bringing the
soul of rural Andhra Pradesh
into the city campus.

University leadership at-
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Students and folk artistes, including Ganglreddulu performers,
adding colour and vibrancy to Sankranti celebrations at the VR
Siddhartha campus at Kanuru near Vijayawada on Saturday

tended the event, sharing their
perspectives.  Vice-Chancellor
Dr Venkateswara Rao Paru-
churi emphasised the impor-
tance of heritage alongside
global academic excellence.
Pro Vice-Chancellor AV Ratna
Prasad highlighted the value of
community and camaraderie
among students, while Registrar
Dr M Ravichand and Deputy
Registrar MV Saibabu praised
the preservation of Telugu arts
and the harmony of tradition
with modernity. Students and

staff participated enthusiasti-
cally in Rangoli-making, kite-
flying, and traditional Pongali
preparation. Ethnic attire, prize
distributions for competitions,
and cultural performances cre-
ated a lively, immersive experi-
ence. The celebration served as
a “cultural classroom,” allowing
students a break from academic
pressures while fostering social
bonding, mental well-being,
and a deeper appreciation of
the harvest festival’s agricultural
and cultural significance.
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